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Research Project: Cooperation Between the United Nations and the Global Counterterrorism Forum 
 
The Global Center on Cooperative Security (Global Center) has commissioned a research project to 

examine the various modalities of cooperation between the United Nations (UN) and the Global 

Counterterrorism Forum (GCTF). The research project seeks to understand the existing mechanisms, 

stakeholder experiences, and success and challenges of this collaboration. The research will be led by 

Dr. Bibi van Ginkel and includes a review of key framework documents, surveys of stakeholder 

experiences and perspectives, and a series of consultations, and will result in the publication of a 

policy brief.  

Background 

The GCTF describes itself as an informal, apolitical, multilateral counterterrorism platform whose 

mission is to reduce the vulnerability of people worldwide to terrorism by mobilizing expertise and 

resources to prevent, combat, and prosecute terrorist acts and counter incitement and recruitment to 

terrorism.1 It was launched in September 2011 in New York, driven by the perception that the United 

Nation was not agile enough, and too political and bureaucratic, to respond effectively to ever 

evolving terrorist threats. The United States led the establishment of this nimble, action-oriented, 

informal network that was to operate as an incubator for global counterterrorism responses. As a 

consensus-based body, the GCTF retains a limited membership of 30 members who hold decision-

making power over its non-binding framework documents and products. The work of the GCTF is 

organized around working groups and issue-specific initiatives. To inform its work, the GCTF solicits 

input from a network of government practitioners, civil society, and the private sector through 

participation in working group meetings and initiatives.  

At the launch of the GCTF, a primary objective was to “support practical initiatives aimed at building 

the political will and capacity to implement the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy and the wider 

UN counterterrorism framework in a balanced manner and serve as an incubator for ideas and 

initiatives that can be further developed and implemented by the United Nations; and promote the 

development and implementation of comprehensive and integrated regional, sub-regional, and 

national counterterrorism strategies that are consistent with the UN Global Counter-Terrorism 

Strategy and the principles in this declaration.”2  

 
1 https://www.thegctf.org/  
2 GCTF, Global Counterterrorism Forum Official Launch, Political Declaration, 22 September 2011, New York, available at 
https://www.thegctf.org/Portals/1/Documents/Foundational%20Documents/GCTF-Political-Declaration_ENG.pdf (last 
visited on 22 June 2022).  
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With the intention to strengthen the relationship between the United Nations and GCTF, regularly 

organized meetings between the GCTF Co-Chairs and UN counterterrorism bodies commenced in 

2018 to exchange work plans and mutually supportive activities and identify joint priorities. Since 

then, significant architectural changes have taken place at the UN, including the formation of the UN 

Office of Counter-Terrorism and the Global Counter-Terrorism Coordination Compact. In recent years, 

the United Nations and the GCTF have increased their collaboration, including the involvement of the 

United Nations as a co-lead in the development of good practice memoranda and policy toolkits.  

About this research project 

This research project will focus on the various modalities of cooperation and coordination between 

the United Nations and the GCTF. Key research questions include: 

1. What mechanisms exist that allow for cooperation and coordination between the GCTF and 
the United Nations?  
 
2. What have been the success and challenges in past and current modalities of cooperation 
between the GCTF and the United Nations?  

 
3. What strategic benefits can cooperation between the United Nations and GCTF offer? What 
risks or challenges exist in this cooperation? 

 

The research will commence with a desktop analysis to establish a baseline understanding of the 

mechanisms that enable cooperation. A survey will be distributed to UN entities, GCTF members, 

implementing partners, and civil society representatives to solicit views and experiences on the 

nature and effectiveness of cooperation and to identify opportunities, challenges, and risks. Initial 

results of the survey will be presented and discussed in small group virtual consultations. Research 

findings will be presented in a policy brief with a set of recommendations. 

 

Please contact Ms. Franziska Praxl-Tabuchi, fpraxl@globalcenter.org, if you have any queries 
regarding this project.  
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